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REPORT 

ON  THF 


Sanitary  and  Housing  Conditions 

OF  THE 


KIRKHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

Fop  the  Year  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kirhham 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  administration  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Kirkham  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1925. 


The  statistics  with  regard  to  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  have  again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 
through  the  County  Public  Health  Department.  The  number 
of  births  and  deaths  referred  to  in  this  Report  are  those 
registered  during  the  the  calendar  year,  corrected  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers. 

(1).  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Kirkham  Urban  District  is 
857  statute  acres. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  district  for  the 
year  1925,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  3,840. 
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Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of 
the  Area. — Kirkham  is  a small  urban  district,  and  forms 
part  of  the  Fylde  Union,  and  is  situated  half-way  between 
Preston  and  Blackpool.  The  town  itself  is  distinctive  from 
other  parts  of  the  Fylde,  which  are,  generally  speaking,  flat  and 
low-lying.  Three  hills  connect  the  east  and  the  west  ends  of 
the  town,  thus  presenting  a somewhat  switchback  appearance. 
The  soil  is  mainly  sand,  clay,  and  loam,  and  subsoil  sand 
and  gravel  in  parts,  thus  lending  itself  to  a good  natural 
drainage.  Kirkham,  one  of  the  most  ancient  parts  of  the 
Fylde,  is  partly  built  on  middle  sand  and  part  on  the  upper 
boulder  clay,  the  northern  extension  of  these  beds  being  cut 
off  by  a bluff,  forming  the  southern  limit  of  a large  “ swamp 
hollow,”  through  which  the  Roman  road  and  the  railway 
were  carried.  Between  Church  Street  and  Mill  Street  the 
bluff  is  very  steep,  and  has  been  worn  back  into  a cliff  about 
50  feet  high,  entirely  composed  of  sand,  the  base  of  which  is 
concealed  by  peat,  so  that  the  middle  drift  at  this  place  attains 
a thickness  of  at  least  60  feet.  It  might  be  mentioned  here 
that  this  portion  of  land,  locally  known  as  “ The  Close”  is 
now  used  as  a recreation  ground,  having  been  bequeathed  to 
the  town  a few  years  ago  by  a former  chairman  of  the  Fylde 
Union. 

As  regards  the  middle  sands  at  the  Willows  (the  west 
end),  they  have  a continuous  outcrop  by  Wrongway  Brook, 
which  used  to  be  the  boundary  line  between  the  townships  of 
Kirkham  and  Wesham.  The  sands  are  again  visible  in  the 
low-lying  parts  of  the  district. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921). — The  number 
of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  877.  The  number  of  families 
(or  separate  occupiers)  in  1921  was  911.  The  rateable  value 
of  the  district  is  ^15,894,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a 
Penny  Rate  is  ;£61. 

Social  Conditions. —The  social  conditions  are  chiefly 
industrial,  a large  proportion  of  the  population  being  engaged 
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in  cotton  mills,  spinning-,  and  weaving-.  There  are  four  mills 
in  the  town,  employing  over  1,000  people.  Some  are  engaged 
in  trades  in  neighbouring  towns,  while  others  are  employed 
in  agriculture  in  the  rural  district.  As  to  any  influence  of 
occupations  on  the  health  of  the  people,  this  is  shown  by  the 
large  amount  of  dyspeptic  and  anaemic  ailments  amongst  the 
mill-workers. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births  and  Birth-Rate. — The  total  number  of 
registered  births  reported  by  the  Registrar-General  as 
belonging  to  the  Kirkham  Urban  District  was  75  : males  43, 
females  32  ; of  these  5 were  illegitimate  : males  2,  females  3. 
In  the  preceding  12  months  the  total  births  were  74  : 
males  34,  females  40. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  district,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  previously  referred  to,  viz.  3,840,  was 
19*5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; an  increase  of  0T 
as  compared  with  last  year,  and  a decrease  of  2 ’3  on  the 
average  of  the  preceding  5 years. 

The  provisional  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  the  year  1925  was  18*3  per  1,000. 

Death  and  Death-Rates. — The  net  deaths  actually 
belonging  to  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1925  numbered 
62  : males  29,  females  33.  This  total  includes  8 deaths 
known  as  “ inward  transfers”  (i. e. , deaths  of  persons  whose 
usual  place  of  residence  was  in  the  Urban  District).  There 
were  no  “outward  transfers”  (i.  e. , deaths  of  persons 
occurring  in  the  district  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was 
elsewhere).  In  the  preceding  12  months  the  corrected 
number  of  deaths  was  67  : males  36,  females  31. 
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The  tabulated  statement  below,  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General, analyses  the  causes  of  death,  distinguishing 
males  and  females  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  

29 

33 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  

# # 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Diphtheria 

, , 

, , 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

, , 

1 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

. . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. . 

i 

# m 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

, t 

Diabetes  

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c 

3 

Heart  Disease  

i 

3 

Arterio-selerosis  

Bronchitis  

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

2 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

, . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

. , 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  

1 

. . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

Puerperal  sepsis  

Other  accidents  & diseases  of  preg- 

nancy  and  parturition  

Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 

tion,  premature  birth  

1 

2 

Suicide  

Other  deaths  from  violence  

i 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

10 

8 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  : — 

Poliomyelitis  

Polioencephalitis  

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  

- 

Total  Births  

43 

32 

Legitimate  

41 

29 

Illegitimate  

2 

3 

Population  . . . . 3,840 


The  death-rate  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
under  report  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of  3,840 
was  equal  to  16*1  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  17*6 
last  year,  and  an  average  of  15T  for  the  5 years  1920-1924. 

The  provisional  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1925  was  12*7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis).  — 1 death  (male) 
occurred  from  this  disease,  giving  a death-rate  of  0*26  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  1*57  per  1,000  last  year  and  1*03  for 
the  5 years’  average. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Influenza. — Bronchitis 
contributed  10  deaths,  Pneumonia  7 deaths,  and  Influenza  2 
deaths  as  compared  with  6,  5,  and  3 respectively  in  the  year 
1924. 


Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  the 
age  of  1 year  during  the  year  1925  numbered  11  : males  4, 
females  7,  as  compared  with  7 last  year. 


Particulars  of  the  deaths  are  given  below  : — 


Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

F. 

41 

months 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F. 

...  9 

months 

Whooping  Cough 

F. 

...  8 

months 

Bronchitis  & Whooping  Cough 

M. 

5 

hours 

Umbilical  Haemorrhage 

M. 

...  3 

months 

Spina  Bifida 

M. 

...  17 

days 

Convulsions 

M. 

rr 

i 

months 

Teething  & Bronchitis 

F. 

..  10 

minutes  ... 

Premature  Birth 

F. 

...  4 

months 

Bronchitis 

F. 

...  1* 

hours 

Prematurity 

F. 

...  4 

months 

Bronchitis 
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The  infant  death-rate,  calculated  per  1,000  registered 
births,  corresponded  to  146,  against  94  per  1,000  births  last 
year,  and  an  average  of  79  for  the  5 years  1920-1924. 


The  infant  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  for  1925  was  75  per  1000  births. 

The  tabulated  statement  below,  compares  the  birth- 
rate and  the  death-rate  for  1925,  with  those  for  the  year  1924, 


with  the  mean 

of  5 years 

since  1895 

' 

Per 

1,000  of 

the  Population. 

Mean  of  5 Years. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Death-rate 

from 

Tuberculosis 

of 

Respiratory 

System, 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 

1 year 
to  1,000 
Births. 

1895-1899  ... 

29-2  ... 

16-7  ... 

1-36  ... 

150 

1900-1904  .. 

29-8  ... 

17-9  ... 

1-25 

135 

1905-1909  ... 

26-1  ... 

17*3  ... 

1*19  ... 

148 

1910-1914  ... 

21-6  ... 

17-1  ... 

1*48  ... 

201 

1915-1919  ... 

15*6  ... 

17*5  ... 

1-21  ... 

122 

1920-1924  ... 

2L8  ... 

15-1  ... 

103  ... 

79 

Year 

1924  

19-4  ... 

17-6  ... 

1*57  ... 

94 

1925  

19*5  ... 

16-1  ... 

0-26  ... 

146 

Increase  or  decrease 
in  1925  on  : — 

Mean  of  5 years 

1920-1924  ... 

-2-3  ... 

+ L0  ... 

-0-77  ... 

4-67 

Previous  year. 

+ 0*1  ... 

-1*5  ... 

-1*31  ... 

4-52 

Poor  Law  Relief.— The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief 
in  the  district  is  ;£404  Is.  6d. 

Workhouse  Accommodation. — This  is  very  good,  and 
accommodation  is  provided  not  only  for  this  district  but  also 
for  the  Fylde  Rural  District,  Blackpool,  Fleetwood,  Poulton, 
Lytham  and  St.  Annes,  etc.  The  total  number  of  inmates  on 
December  31st,  1925,  was  316. 
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The  Children’s  Homes  in  Kirkham  are  for  the 
destitute  children  of  the  Fylde  district.  Each  house  is  super- 
vised by  a foster-mother.  The  total  number  of  children  on 
December  31st,  1925,  was  72  : 37  boys  and  35  girls. 

The  Use  oe  Hospitals  for  Gratuitous  Relief  is 
as  follows  : — Two  Isolation  Hospitals,  viz.,  the  Fylde  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Moss  Side  for  infectious  diseases,  and 
the  Preston,  Fylde,  and  Garstang  Hospital  at  Elswick  tor 
small-pox  ; the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Blackpool,  for  serious  accidents  and  surgical 
operations  ; the  Fylde  Union  Infirmary  at  Wesham,  for 
necessitous  cases  ; and  a Sanatorium  at  Elswick,  for 
tubercular  patients. 

As  to  Hospital  administration,  committees  are  formed 
consisting  of  representatives  from  the  various  Councils  of 
the  area. 

Special  Causes  of  Sickness  or  Invalidity. — There 
were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the 
past  5 years. 

(2).  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — Elswick  Sanatorium,  near  Kirkham. 

(2)  Maternity  Cases.  — Fylde  Union  Institution, 

Wesham. 

(3)  Children. — There  is  no  Children’s  Hospital  in  the 

district. 

(4)  Fever.  — Fylde  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Moss  Side, 

near  Lytham. 

(5)  Small-pox.  — Preston,  Fylde  & Garstang  Hospital, 

Elswick,  near  Kirkham. 
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Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  Infants,  and  Homeless  Children  in  the 
Area. — There  is  no  special  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers 
and  Illegitimate  Children  in  the  area,  except  the  Fylde 
Union  Institution.  Homeless  Children  are  admitted  to  the 
Cottage  Homes,  Moor  Street,  Kirkham. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  a Motor  Ambu- 
lance at  the  Fylde  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Moss  Side. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — There 
is  a Motor  Ambulance  in  the  district,  kept  up  by  the  Kirkham 
Urban  District  Council  and  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  is 
a Child  Welfare  Centre  in  Kirkham,  under  the  County 
Council.  It  is  open  weekly  on  Thursday,  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Day  Nurseries. — There  is  no  Day  Nursery. 

School  Clinics. — These  are  looked  after  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  from  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — There  is  no  dispensary 
in  the  district. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases. — There 
is  no  centre  in  Kirkham,  but  treatment  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Dr.  Chas.  Court  is  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
at  a salary  of  ^45  per  annum.  Mr.  J.  R.  Holmes  is  part-time 
Sanitary  Inspector  at  a salary  of  ;£105  per  annum  ; he  is 
also  Surveyor,  Building  Inspector,  and  Rate  Collector, 
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There  are  no  specialized  Inspectors.  There  is  a part-time 
Health  Visitor,  supplied  by  the  County  Council. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General. — There  is  no  provision  made  for  general 
nursing. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g. , Measles.  — No 
provision  has  been  made. 

Midwives. — There  is  I Midwife  registered  and 
practising  in  the  district.  She  is  not  employed  or  subsidized 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Chemical  Work. — This  is  done  (when  required)  by 
the  Public  Analyst. 

Legislation  in  Force.  — You  have  adopted  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  and  the  Public  Health 
(Amendment)  Act,  1890. 


(3)  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. — This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Fylde  Water 
Board.  All  the  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied  with  Fylde 
water.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  have  occurred,  due  to  the 
water  supply. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — No  rivers  or  streams  pass 
through  the  district. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.— The  whole  district  is 
well  drained.  Sewage  is  treated  in  settling*  tanks  and  then 
flows  to  the  River  Ribble. 

Closet  Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 


Privy  closets 
Water  closets 
Waste  water  closets 
Pail  closets 
Moveable  ashbins... 


241 

699 

28 

11 

486 
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Scavenging. — The  arrangements  for  scavenging  and 
removal  of  house  refuse  are  satisfactory  ; they  are  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  Privy  middens  are  emptied 
during  the  day.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  tips.  There  is  no 
Destructor  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — This  is  dealt 
with  fully  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled 
by  Bye-Laws. — There  is  1 common  lodging-house  in  the 
district ; it  is  registered,  and  in  good  condition.  There  are 
2 offensive  trades,  viz.,  rag  and  bone  store,  and  tripe  boiler  ; 
they  are  also  in  good  condition. 


Schools. — There  are  4 schools  in  the  district.  School 
closure  took  place  on  7 occasions  during  1925. 


Month.  School.  Disease.  Period. 

January.  Willows  ...  ...  Influenza  ...  3 weeks 

C.  of  E. ...  ...  ...  ,,  2 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ,,  2 

Council  (Cookery  Class)  ,,  2 

February  C.  of  E. (Infants’  Dept.)  Whooping  Cough  4 
,,  Willows(Infants’  Dept.)  ,, 

March  ...  Council  (Cookery  Class)  Scarlet  Fever 

(Due  to  Scarlet  Fever  in  F.R.D.) 


> » 


> > 


2 

2 


y > 


> » 


The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  are  good  on  the 
whole,  and  they  are  always  disinfected  after  closure  for 
infectious  diseases.  All  the  schools  are  snpplied  with  Fylde 
water. 


(4)  HOUSING. 


I.  (1)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. — 
This  is  fairly  good. 

(2)  There  is  a shortage  of  houses,  but  this  is  being 
met  by  the  number  of  houses  being  built  at  present.  Some 
are  built  with  the  aid  of  the  subsidy. 
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II.  Overcrowding. — There  is  overcrowding  in  the 
area,  due  to  shortage  of  houses.  This  dates  back  prior  to 
1914.  It  is  being  met  by  building  more  houses.  Action  was 
taken  in  2 cases  of  overcrowding.  Both  were  remedied. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  houses,  on  the  whole, 
are  in  good  condition.  The  main  defects  are  found  in  the 
roofs,  floors,  backyards,  and  privies.  These  are  partly  due 
to  lack  of  proper  supervision  by  the  owners  and  partly  due  to 
neglect  and  damage  by  the  tenants.  Under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  notice  was  served  on  an  owner  to  remedy  the 
defects.  All  houses  are  provided  with  Fylde  water. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  25 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  ; — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s 

Building  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

I.  Unfit  dwelling-houses  ; — 

Inspection. — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Reg.  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Reg.  1925  ...  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers. ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

III.  Action  under  statutory  powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  .3  of  the  Housing 

Acts,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

...  Nil 


owners 
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(c)  Proceeding's  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . ..  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 

dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  wholesome  and  is  supplied  direct 
from  farms  in  the  district.  Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act  1915,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act  1922,  and  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders, 
regular  inspections  are  made  and  defects  are  remedied.  The 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1923  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council.  No  action  was  taken  regarding  tuberculous 
milk  and  tuberculous  cattle. 

Meat. — Slaughter-houses  are  inspected  every  week 
during  slaughtering.  There  are  no  arrangements  for  marking 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regs.  1924.  Diseased  meat 
is  buried.  Regular  attention  is  paid  to  stalls,  shops,  stores, 
and  vehicles.  There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district. 

Private  Slaughterhouses : — 

In  1920 

No.  Registered...  3 

No.  Licensed  ...  — 


In  Jan.,  1925  In  Dec.,  1925 
3 ...  3 
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Other  Goods.  — There  are  7 bakehouses  in  the  district  ; 
they  are  in  good  condition.  No  food  was  condemned  during 
1925  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  There  were  no  cases 
of  food  poisoning. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  — 13  samples  were 
taken,  and  were  all  found  to  be  genuine.  Details  are  given 
below:  — 

6 Milk  1 Lard  1 Margarine 

1 Sago  1 Epsom  Salts  1 Tapioca 

1 Coffee  1 G.  Ginger 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
Condensed  Milk  Regs.  1923,  the  Dried  Milk  Regs.  1923,  or 
the  Milk  and  Cream  Regs.  1912  and  1917. 

(6)  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

On  reviewing  infectious  cases  during  the  past  5 years, 
nothing  worthy  of  note  is  seen,  except  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1923. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  kept  in  the  district 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  is  available  at  any  time 
for  medical  practitioners. 

No  use  is  made  of  the  Schick  test  in  Diphtheria,  or  of 
the  Dick  test  in  Scarlet  Fever. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  12 
cases  were  notified  : 6 Scarlet  Fever,  5 Diphtheria,  and  1 
Pneumonia.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regu- 
lations 1 Pulmonary  case  and  6 of  other  forms  were  notified. 
7 cases  were  removed  for  treatment  : 1 to  Westmorland 

Sanatorium,  2 to  High  Carley  Sanatorium,  1 to  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar  Cripples’  Hospital,  2 to  Royal  Manchester  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  1 to  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 
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10  Infectious  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  viz., 
5 Scarlet  Fever  and  5 Diphtheria 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — 9 specimens 
of  Sputum  were  sent  to  Elswick  Sanatorium  for  examination, 
of  which  one  was  positive. 

There  were  18  examinations  of  Swabs  for  the  detection 
of  Diphtheria  ; 5 of  these  were  positive. 

56,000  units  of  Anti-toxin  were  used  during-  the  year. 

The  chemical  and  bacteriolog-ical  work  is  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  and  the 
specimens  of  sputum  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Elswick  Sanatorium  for  examination. 

With  regard  to  the  control  over  Infectious  Diseases, 
in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  bacteriological  examination  of 
swabs  is  made,  and  anti-toxin  is  used  at  once. 

Inquiries  in  homes  and  schools  are  made  to  discover 
“contacts,”  all  suspects  are  excluded,  and  “carrier”  cases 
are  isolated. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  infectious  disease,  a visit 
is  made  by  the  Inspector,  and  all  precautions  are  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread.  The  people  are  prevailed  upon  to  make 
use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Any  cases  treated  at  home  are  visited  by  the  Inspector, 
and  the  patient  isolated  ; the  children  (if  any)  are  kept  from 
school.  After  recovery  (or  otherwise)  a thorough  disinfection 
of  clothes  and  of  premises  takes  place. 

Where  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  occur,  and 
about  which  school  intimations  are  received,  exclusion  from 
school  and  isolation  as  much  as  possible  are  made.  In  all 
cases  the  schoolrooms  are  disinfected. 
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The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  fairly  well  carried 
out.  Every  week  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  are  sent 
to  the  County  Council.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  soon  after 
visits  each  patient  with  the  Medical  Attendant,  and  where 
necessary  domiciliary  or  sanatorium  treatment  is  given.  On 
the  occasion  of  death  or  removal  to  a sanatorium  the 
dwellings  are  always  disinfected. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

In  the  Table  below  are  given  the  number  of  cases 
notified,  number  of  deaths,  number  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  1925. 


DISEASES. 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 

: | Total  Deaths 

HOSPITAL 

Total  Cases  at 
all  Ages. 

Under  1 Year 

CM 

T“^ 

CO 

1 

CO 

uO 

1 

-r 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

to 

• 

uO 

CO 

»o 

CO 

1 

to 

; | 65  and  over 

Total  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths  in  Hospital 
of  Persons  belonging 
to  District. 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas  . . 

5 

i 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (incl.  Paratyphoid) 
Puerperal  Fever  . . 

6 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Malaria 

Trench  Fever 

Dysentery  . . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.. 

'l 

7 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis— 
Measles  and  German  Measles  . . 

1 

i 

1 

6 

1 

1 

I 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

Diarrhoea,  <fcc.  (under  2 years)  . . 

Chicken-pox 

Totals 

19 

1 

1 

2 

i 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

17 

19 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

AGE  PEKIODS. 

Palm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

n- 

onary 

Pulm 

onary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0—1  

• • • 

1—5  

1 

1 

1 

5-10  

1 

• • • 

10—15  

. • • 

15  — 20  

o • • 

• • • 

20-25  

• • 

• • • 

25—35  

1 

35—45  

1 

• • • 

45—55  

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

55—65  

• • . 

• • • 

• e • 

65  and  upwards... 

. • • 

Totals 

1 

• * • 

3 

3 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

i 

~~  6 

1 

i 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

* 

Cases  6.  Deaths  0. 

These  were  notified  in  the  following  months.  5 cases 
were  removed  to  hospital. 


Month. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Remarks. 

March 

5 

From  same  Farm 

August  ... 

...  1 ... 

Treated  at  home. 

• 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Cases  5.  Deaths 

0. 

Month. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Remarks. 

July 

1 

September 

2 

October  ... 

1 

November 

1 
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PNEUMONIA. 

This  case  was  notified  in  February. 

SMALL  POX. 

There  have  been  no  cases  during-  the  year. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  done  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  This  matter  is  well  attended  to  by  the  Public 
Vaccinator  and  Private  Practitioners. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  state  that  I consider 
this  a fairly  satisfactory  report.  The  Infantile  death-rate 
appears  to  be  high  as  compared  with  previous  years.  When 
working  with  a small  number  of  births,  the  rates  are  not  so 
reliable  as  they  should  be.  This  year,  with  75  births,  every 
infantile  death  works  out  at  more  than  13  per  1,000  births. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  COURT. 


Kirkham 

Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kirkham 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting-  my  Fourteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department 
during-  1925. 

During-  the  year  44  notices  and  letters  have  been 
served  with  regfard  to  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the 
remedying-  of  insanitary  conditions,  chief  of  which  were 
defective  privies,  drains,  and  backyards. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Scavenging. — The  scaveng-ing-  of  the  town  is  carried 
out  in  a satisfactory  manner  by  the  Council’s  men  and  carts 
under  my  personal  supervision.  The  number  of  privies  are 
being-  reduced  in  number,  and  this  year  13  privies  and  1 pail 
closet  have  been  converted  into  fresh-water  closets. 

Fresh-water  closets  have  been  provided  to  all  new 
property  which  has  been  built. 
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The  following-  list  gives  the  number  of  privies  and  pail 
closets  which  have  been  converted  into  fresh-water  closets 
during-  the  last  few  years  : — 

During  During  During 

year  five  years  14  years 
1925  1921-1925  1912-1925 

No.  of  privy  closets  converted  to 

fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  13  ...  71  ...  224 

No.  of  pail  closets  to  fresh-water 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ...  5 ...  7 

No.  of  houses  to  which  moveable 
Ashbins  have  been  substituted 

for  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  11  ...  78  ...  304 

During  this  period,  1912-25,  the  whole  of  the  cost  of 
conversion  has  been  borne  by  property-owners. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  fresh-water  closets, 
tippler  and  latrine  closets,  pail  closets,  privies,  and  ashbins  in 
the  town  at  the  present  : — 


Fresh-water  closets 

• • • 

...  699 

Tippler  and  latrine  closets 

...  67 

Pail  closets 

• • • 

11 

Privy  closets 

. . . 

...  235 

Privy  ashpits 

... 

..  108 

Dry  ashipts 

. . . 

42 

Ashbins 

.. 

...  486 

The  pail  closets  and  ashbins  are  emptied  once  a week, 
and  the  privies  when  required. 

The  number  of  loads  of  nightsoil,  ashbin  refuse,  and 
street  sweepings  carted  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Loads  of  Nightsoil  carted  to  tip  ...  1024 

,,  Ashbin  refuse  ,,  ...  783 

,,  Street  Sweepings  ,,  ...  236 

Suitable  tips  are  provided  at  some  distance  from 
dwelling-houses. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. — No  rivers  and  streams  pass 
through  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Fylde  Water  Board.  The  water  mains  have  been  flushed  by 
the  Water  Board’s  workmen  at  different  times.  All  the 
houses  in  the  town  are  supplied  with  Fylde  water. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTIONS. 


The  following*  is  a list  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  and  the  number  of  disinfections  carried  out  : — ■ 


Number  of  cases  notified  of  Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 
Enteric 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Fever... 
Tuberculosis 
Number  of  Schools  disinfected  ... 

Number  of  disinfections  after  the  death  or  removal 
Tuberculosis  cases 

Total  number  of  disinfections  ... 


> ) 

> > 

> y 


» > 

> j 

> > 

> ♦ 


f y 

> > 

> * 

) » 

> j 


of 


6 

5 


2 

4 

3 
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All  cases  were  visited  upon  receipt  of  notification. 
After  the  removal  of  patients  for  either  Hospital  or  Sanatorium 
treatment,  therooms  were  thoroughly  disinfected  with  formalin. 
All  cases  that  were  treated  at  home  were  visited  from  time  to 
time,  disinfectants  supplied,  and  instructions  given  for  the 
proper  isolation  of  the  patients  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  were  all  inspected  regularly,  and  found 
satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  the  Willows  School  play- 
ground, which  has  been  in  a bad  state  of  repair  for  some  time, 
but  this  will  soon  be  remedied  as  the  School  Authorities  have 
the  matter  in  hand, 
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The  medical  inspection  of  School  Children  under  the 
Education  (Administrative  Provision)  Act  has  been  carried 
out  in  all  schools  in  the  district  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
acting-  under  the  County  Council. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  workshops  on  the  register  number  37,  and 


include  : — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

hr 

1 

Boot  Repairers... 

7 

Plumbers 

3 

Joiners  ... 

6 

Blacksmiths 

1 

Motor  Repairing 

5 

Harness  Making 

1 

Tinsmith 

1 

Tailors  and  Dressmakers 

6 

The  factories  number  7,  and  include  the  following  : — 

Cotton  Mills 

4 

Steam  Laundry 

1 

Printing  Works 

1 

Gas  Works 

1 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  factories  and  workshops 
complied  with  the  order  in  regard  to  sufficiency  and 
suitability,  and  was  found  satisfactory  on  inspection.  In  one 
case  where  the  limewashing  of  the  bake-house  was  overdue, 
a notice  was  served  on  the  occupier  and  this  was  immediately 
remedied.  One  bake-house  has  been  done  away  with,  and 
an  improvement  is  being  made  at  the  laundry  by  the 
removal  of  the  iron  chimney  for  a new  brick  chimney, 
carried  much  higher  than  the  one  at  present. 

The  factories  are  provided  with  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 


—INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 
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Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  S,  7,  and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  only  1 Lodging-- House,  which  is  situated  in 
Marsden  Street.  It  is  a large  well-arranged  building,  with 
sleeping  accommodation  for  42  men  and  33  women,  besides 
separate  day-rooms  for  men  and  women  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  premises  have  been  well  conducted.  The  lodging-house 
is  provided  with  5 fresh-water  closets. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  2 Offensive  Trades  in  the  town— one  a rag 
and  bone  store,  and  the  other  tripe  boiling.  These  premises 
are  visited  regularly,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  only  3 Registered  Slaughter-Houses,  which 
have  been  regularly  visited,  both  during  slaughtering 
operations  and  after.  They  are  all  provided  with  a good 
supply  of  water  for  cleaning  purposes,  and  the  buildings  have 
been  kept  clean  and  lime-washed.  All  the  refuse  is  removed 
in  galvanised  bins  with  covers  immediately  after  slaughtering. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 

ORDERS. 

There  are  7 Registered  Cowsheds  and  Dairies, 
and  1 Milk  Purveyor. 

108  Inspections  have  been  made  to  these  premises, 
which  have  been  kept  in  a clean  sanitary  condition. 

Part  of  the  milk  supply  is  brought  in  by  farmers  from 
the  surrounding  rural  districts. 


FOOD. 

Careful  inspections  are  made  every  week  of  all  food 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  various  shops  and  the  premises  where 
food  is  stored. 
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No  cases  of  food  poisoning-  have  been  notified  or 
ascertained  during  the  year.  Restaurant  kitchens,  fried  fish 
and  potato  establishments,  and  other  food-preparing  premises 
have  received  periodical  inspections,  and  have  been  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition,  and  the  food  prepared  in  clean 
surroundings. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  County 
Constabulary  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925  : — 


Number  of 
Samples. 

Description  of 

Articles. 

Result  of 
Analysis. 

6 ... 

Milk  

Genuine 

1 

Sago 

y y 

1 

Coffee 

y y 

1 

Lard 

y y 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

y y 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

y y 

1 

Margarine  ... 

y y 

1 

Tapioca 

y y 

The  whole  of  the  above  samples  on  analysis  were 
found  to  be  genuine. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  by  Inspector  ...  44 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  by  Order  of  Council  7 


Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  new  drains  tested  with  smoke  test  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  old  drains  tested  with  smoke  test  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  drains  opened  out  and  defects  rectified  ...  7 

New  drains  and  gullies  put  in  to  existing  property  ...  9 

Defective  roofs  and  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Privies  coverted  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  ...  13 


Pail  closets  converted  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  drains  and  w.c.’s  blocked  up...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  back-yards  concreted  or  asphalted  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  black  smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  to  factories,  workshops,  and  bakehouses  ...  115 

Nuisances  from  manure  steads  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


The  two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied. 

HOUSING. 

During  1925  plans  for  30  houses  and  2 bungalows  have 
been  approved  by  the  Council  ; of  these  13  houses  and  2 
bungalows  have  been  completed,  and  4 houses  completed, 
plans  of  which  were  passed  during  1924. 

The  total  number  of  occupied  and  empty  houses  which 
could  be  occupied  on  Dec.  31st,  1925,  is  926. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1925  : — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  ...  17  houses  and  2 bungalows 

(b)  As  part  of  the  Municipal  Housing  Scheme,  with 

State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  1923  : 

I.  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  None 

II.  By  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  the 

Council’s  Building  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  without 

subsidy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  9 

Number  of  houses  built  during  the  last  five  years,  1921-5  : — 

Number  built  during  1921  ...  3 houses 

,,  ,,  1922  ...  2 houses  and  2 bungalows 

,,  ,,  1923  ...  6 houses  and  1 bungalow 

,,  ,,  1924  ...  9 houses  and  3 bungalows 

,,  ,,  1925  ...17  houses  and  2 bungalows 
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Unfit  Dwelling-Houses  Inspection. 

I.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housings  Acts)  7 

II.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing-  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

III.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 

Although  there  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  Kirkham  at 
the  present  time,  this  is  gradually  being-  met  by  the  number 
which  have  been  built  during  the  past  year,  and  by  those  in 
course  of  erection,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  a larger 
number  being  built  during  the  next  year  or  two,  which  I 
hope  will  remedy  the  shortage. 

The  best  remedy  to  meet  the  shortage  of  houses,  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  really  understand  the  question,  is 
the  removal  of  restrictions,  the  restoration  of  confidence 
amongst  investors,  and  the  encouragement  of  private 
enterprise. 

I am,  yours  obediently, 

JAMES  R.  HOLMES, 

M.I.H.,  A.R.S.I.,  N.D.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


1 

1 


— 


■ 


. 


. 


J.  Rigby, 

Printer  & Stationer, 
Kirkham. 


